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councelours, and this office no man liathe iightlie but v: he be
a philosopher, and those dothe rule a! the lond under the king./&/. 76?
And these do see that the ministres of the husbandmen do
ministre indifferent iustice betwene them and to repart ther
londes, and other be ower the handicraftmen to see that thei
make true stuff and occupie true wares, and other be over the
herdys to se that thei do ther dyligens in kylling the wild
beastes, and other be deputed to oversee the gentlymen thet
thei be ahvais in a redynes for the warre, and for no thinge ihe
tone shal enterrnedie wl the office of an other1.
Now that I have done vr the indie oriental as farre as we
have any knolege of unto this daie or that 1 begynne with the
indies occidentals I wil furst declare the custome and maner
of the people of calicut wcb I passed before, and spake not of,
because I wold not be tediose in that place, and also for
folowing the declaration of the cost.
AND FFURST ye shal understande that the citie of Calicout is Calicut
large and of grete trate and stondeth in the mayne lond hard
upon the see side but it hath never a port nerer than almost a
lege next unto hit. Toward the south it hath a river wch cometh
thorough the citie and setteth a grete compasse into the occyan
see. This citie hath no walles nor circuyte and the housen be
very lowe and the most part be covered w* levis and sedge, for
that ther is no good foundacion to buylde upon. The kinges the
palice is of grete length and bredthe but the walles be verie km/es
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lowe. The beames and the tymbre worke is wonderfly wrought
and kerved, and in many places is richelie carved the fygure of fol. 761'
the devil ffor ye shal understonde that the king of caiycut
dothe worship the devil as his god, but thei do not denye but
that god is in heven and made heven and erthe, and is a primer
cause of all thinges, but thei declare a certein fable or dreame
under this maner, saieng that god toke no plesure in this kyng-
dome, wherfore he gave his power to the devill, to judge an
1 Enciso remarks: 'Pluguiesse a dios que en nuestra espana oiiiesse
tan buena orden\ All that follows down to the section on the West
Indies is now original to Barlow, who borrows from Yarthema,
summarising rather than translating his author.